German versus Hun

disquietude is betrayed by the fact that in didactic speech
they say "We" instead of "I."              LUDWIG BORNE, 1820

What are Englishmen and Frenchmen to think of the language
of our philosophers if we Germans ourselves do not under-
stand it?                                       WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1824

Philosophical speculation embarrasses the Germans, for it
often imparts to their style a transcendental, incomprehen-
sible, vague and involved character. The more completely
they surrender themselves to certain schools of philosophy,
the more badly do they write.

WOLFGANG   GOETHE,   1824

What language can be compared with the German, what
other is so rich and vigorous, so bold and so full of charm,
so beautiful, so gentle as ours ? It has a thousand hues and
a thousand shades. It has a word for the smallest need of the
moment, and a word for the unfathomable emotion that no
eternity can exhaust. It is strong at need, versatile in danger,
terrible in wrath, tender in compassion, and applicable to
every undertaking. It is the true interpreter of all languages
that are spoken by heaven and earth, air and water. . . .
Yes, our language is a glorious one. But we are not allowed
to make use of it I                               LUDWIG BORNE, 1828

It is true that the real scholars among us create a language
for themselves ; they cannot at once find the way from the
earlier jargon to honest German; and it is no wonder that
Kant has been translated into German.

WILHELM  HAUFF,   1830-183!
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